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PREF ACE 


Part of our mandate at the Public Archives includes the custody of those 
federal government records considered worthy of permanent preservation for study 
and research. This present series of preliminary inventories is being published by the 
Public Records Division to inform researchers and the general public of the rapidly 
growing extent and increasing variety of such records. 


These inventories are termed "preliminary" because not all the material in 
them is at present adequately organized and listed and will therefore be subject to 
revision from time to time. 


Each inventory describes one or more record groups. The term "record group" 
(RG) is used here exclusively to refer to federal government records in the Public 
Archives of Canada. It can be most easily defined as any body of records of the 
federal government of Canada or its predecessors that are organizationally or 
functionally related by administrative continuity. In practical terms this usually 
means that a separate record group is created for each department, branch, or 
agency that maintained at any point during its existence a separate and self- 
contained registry system. The inventory for each record group will contain: 


1) abrief administrative outline of the creating government body or 
bodies; 

2) anote on access regulations; 

3) suggestions for citation of the records; 

4) aseries by series description of the records themselves. 


The records will be organized in a manner that most nearly reflects the evolving 
administrative structure of the creating department, branch, or agency. 


During the period 1951 to 1967 a number of Preliminary Inventories for 
record groups were published. This new series will supersede the older publications. 
In some cases we shall reorganize the whole record group. Others will retain their 
original format but have numerous additions incorporated into them. Most of the 
inventories appearing in this new publication program, however, have never appeared 
in print before. By frequently up-dating the inventories of those groups that receive 
large influxes of new material we will be able to keep the public aware of the 
expanding scope and diversity of our holdings of public records. 


I must express grateful appreciation to the staff members who have worked 
so diligently to organize these inventories and prepare them for publication, 
especially the editor of the series, Peter Gillis, and the other editorial members of 
the Public Records Division's Publication Committee, Glenn Wright, Terry Cook, and 
Tom Hillman. 


W.I. Smith, 
Dominion Archivist 


f ' . io r } 7 | Ei 
7 ; we, 1 eye ie ity a é 
me! i ws rae Pay a - y " yi) ii i ° 

0 : 


| : ; 
J * 
¥ : } 
‘ i. j ge 
t 
¢ 
ry, , id sg 
f 
i ))> “he i 
1 
~s 
his ; 
; Fats iw 
: j 2 { ii 
> i ; 
i j . | i 


mh ‘ cane i 
vA jy oe ae eas 


{4 | ay | fie eet aaa bit) ia i 


= ; » lis aha y 1, Mig vie 
" a oe 


‘| Pe ib 
is ray ' ? , ah 
ic i" Z | “ley rea . pee ip 
f Ks) . : ae a be M4 " ; he . 
iy ; vi mf _ ine WA 7 A he area Med i fe ay 
a Pied nV apg 8th tec abet al 


9 . 7 
f 7 > 
6 ' i ‘1 ae 14 


Mel eta 


oo. © ra i i j ey tay » Gla ahr ene, 
TAR EN ee wii ui 


. 


INTRODUCTION 


The records of the Department of Public Works begin basically with the 
formation of the Board of Works, in Lower Canada, in 1839. Roads, bridges, 
harbours, canals, and similar public works projects constructed earlier than 1839 
were usually carried on under the supervision of commissioners appointed for each 
undertaking. The records of these commissions are found in the Records of the 
Executive Council (RG 1); Records of the Provincial and Civil Secretaries (RG 4 and 
RG 5); the Records of the Governor General (RG 7); the Records of the Legislative 
Assembly (RG 14), held by the Manuscript Division; and the Records of the Canals 
Branch of the Department of Railways and Canals (RG 43). The scattered items of 
pre-1859 material in the Records of the Board of Works were incorporated after 
they were transferred to the Board. 


The records were initially organized in 1951, reorganized in 1968, and now 
have been carefully arranged in the present organization which includes the Board of 
Works, the various Registry Records, unpublished Estimates, Arbitration Records, 
the Office of the Chief Engineer, and the Office of the Chief Architect. 


Separate main series were established for the Estimates and the Arbitration 
Records but not for the Railway Branch Records and the Records of the Commission 
of Inquiry into the Construction of the Parliament Buildings, which were placed with 
the Registry Records, 1859-1879; the Government Telegraph Service Records which 
were placed with the Registry Records, 1910-1950; or the Georgian Bay Ship Canal 
Records which were placed with the Records of the Chief Engineer. 


A description of the records in the custody of the Archives follows and the 
detailed finding aids referred to in this description are available in the Public 
Records Division. Because of the various reorganizations of the Record Group there 
is also a conversion list by volume number available in the Division. 


Access: The 30 year principle applies to the Highways Branch Files and the post- 
1950 Administration Files. The Confidential Files, 1914-1950, are closed 
to 1985, at which time access will again be reviewed by the Department. 
Application to use these restricted files must be made to the Records 
Manager, Department of Public Works. 


Extent: 4959.6 IMs 
Suggested Citation: Public Archives of Canada, Records of the Department of 
Public Works, RG 11, Vol. 2649, file 1480-51, St. Maurice 


River Works, P.Q., 1860-1945. Subsequent citation: PAC, 
RG 11, Vol. 2649, file 1480-51. 


B. Hallett 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OUTLINE 


Below is a brief résumé outlining the administrative development of the 
Department of Public Works from the establishment of the Board of Works in Lower 
Canada in 1839 until the present. It is not a chronicle of every event contributing to 
the growth and services of the Department, but rather it is intended as a research 
guide to Records of the Department of Public Works in the Public Archives of 
Canada. 


1839 - The Board of Works was established provisionally in Lower Canada 
by an Ordinance of the Special Council. The Board, which was 
made up of five members, had authority to supervise projects and 
to make recommendations on public works, but had no power to 
authorize expenditures without the sanction and approval of the 
Governor (Lower Canada, Ordinances, 2 Vict. Chap. 64). 


1840 - The action of the Special Council in creating the Board of Works 
was ratified and the Board was made a permanent body in Lower 
Canada (Lower Canada, Ordinances, 4 Vict. Chap. 38). 


1841 ~ The Board of Works was established for United Canada (4-5 Vict. 
@hapwi3B), 
1846 - The Board was substantially reorganized; provision was made for 


the appointment of a Chief Commissioner and an Assistant 
Commissioner. The Commissioners were given the power to enter 
into contracts on behalf of the province, but could not spend funds 
on any work which had not been previously sanctioned by the 
Legislature. They were also given control over the construction 
and maintenance of all canals, roads, bridges, timber slides, public 
works, and buildings (9 Vict. Chap. 37). 


1859 - The Department of Public Works was established, headed by a 
Commissioner and a Deputy Commissioner. The new Act was 
essentially a consolidation of earlier legislation (22 Vict. Chap. 3). 


1867 - An Act respecting the Public Works of Canada was passed on 21 
December 1867, establishing the federal Department of Public 
Works. The federal department continued the administration of the 
public works which had been under the charge of the Commissioner 
of Public Works of the United Provinces of Canada, and took over 
the responsibility of public works in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick (31 Vict. Chap. 12, s. 10). 


- The responsibilities of the federal department, however, did change 
somewhat. Control of most roads and bridges and certain public 
buildings was transferred to the provinces, but military and 
interprovincial projects and the construction of public buildings 
appropriate to the Dominion were reserved for the federal 
government and were looked after by its Department of Public 
Works (31 Vict. Chap. 12, s. 10). 


1868 


igawiie 


1874 


1876 


1879 


1904 


1948 


170 


Harbours, piers, lighthouses, beacons, and buoys, although still 
constructed by the Department of Public Works, were placed under 
the new Department of Marine and Fisheries (31 Vict. Chap. 57). 


Thomas S. Scott was appointed to direct the "several architectural 
works authorized by the Government of Canada, and to control and 
regulate the progress and expenditure upon such works" (P.C. 1020, 
24 May 1871). One year later his title was changed to Chief 
Arehitect (P.-C. 131,17 February 1872). 


In 1868 the Board of Railway Commissioners had been appointed 
and the surveys begun for the Intercolonial Railway. Sir Sandford 
Fleming was appointed Chief Engineer in 1869 and the actual 
construction was begun. Control of the railway was, however, 
vested in the Department of Public Works in 1874 (37 Vict. Chap. 
15), 


The Intercolonial Railway was completed and opened for traffic 
over its entire length. 


The management of all railways and canals and their related works 
was removed from the Department of Public Works and assigned to 
the Department of Railways and Canals (47 Vict. Chap. 7). 


Improvements that were begun by the Board of Works on the St. 
Lawrence Ship Channel in 1844, continued until 1846, but were 
abandoned in 1847 because of opposition to the location of the 
channel. In 1850 the Montreal Harbour Commissioners were 
authorized to borrow money and proceed with the work (13-14 Vict. 
Chap. 97). The Montreal Harbour Commissioners carried on 
improvements in the St. Lawrence River between Montreal and 
Quebec until 1888 when the Department of Public Works resumed 
control. The project was transferred to the Department of Marine 
and Fisheries in 1904 (P.C. 461, 11 March 1904). 


In 1876 a Select Committee of the House of Commons advocated a 
system of telegraphic communication and on 1 May 1879 a 
Superintendent of Telegraph and Signal Services, F.N. Gisborne, 
was appointed. Later it became known as the Government 
Telegraph and Telephone Service and in 1948 the Service was 
transferred to the Department of Transport’ (Pk€. 1929,).29 April 
1948; P.C. 2526, 8 June 1948). 


Responsibilities of the department include the construction and 
maintenance of public buildings, acquiring leased accommodation 
for public use, construction and maintenance of wharves, piers, 
roads, and bridges, and improvements to harbours and navigable 
waters (R.S.C., 1970 Chap. P-38). 


Ze 


RECORD GROUP 11 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


BOARD OF WORKS RECORDS, 1827-1866 
OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1827-1866 


Registered Correspondence, 1842-1860, 8.7 m (Vols. 1-39) 


Numbered correspondence received by the Board of Works, 1842-1860. A 
break in the correspondence numbers occurs because of the change in the 
organization of the Board in 1846. The numbered correspondence ranges 
from 1 to 11032 and from 5 to 45671. The registers that serve as a 
finding aid for this correspondence are volumes 93-106. Shelf list 
available. 


Correspondence in Subject Files, 1827-1859, 8.7 m (Vols. 40-77, 148) 


Correspondence received by the Board of Works, 1827-1859. The main 
subject headings for this correspondence are: bridges, roads, public 
buildings, canals, and tenders. Note that the tenders files have been 
placed in alphabetical order. The placing of the correspondence in 
subject files was done later, mainly by the Department of Railways and 
Canals. File list available. 


Unregistered Correspondence, 1839-1866, 3.3 m (Vols. 78-92) 


Correspondence received by the Board of Works, 1839-1866, most of 
which is unnumbered. Some of this correspondence did receive numbers 
but no registers have been located which record these numbers. The 
correspondence is arranged in chronological order with the undated 
correspondence placed at the end in Vol. 91. Note that some of this 
correspondence in Vol. 91 post-dates the Board of Works, however, this 
correspondence does not fit logically in the subject categories of Series 
Bl. Shelf list available. 


REGISTERS AND INDEXES, 1831-1860 


Subject Registers, 1839-1847, 30 cm (Vols. 93-95) 


Registers of letters received and sent, arranged by subject. These 
registers were apparently prepared at a later date. A list of the subjects 
available in each volume is as follows: 


1839-1846: Staff - Dredges - Miscellaneous - Lighthouses -Public 
Buildings, Province of Ontario - Public Buildings, Province of 
Quebec - Slides and Booms - Parliamentary Estimates - Steamers - 
Railroads - Banal Mills - Protection of Fisheries - St. Clair and Erie 
Canal (Vol. 93); 


1839-1846: Roads - Bridges (Vol. 93); 


1839-1846: Beauharnois Canal - Williamsburg Canals - Chambly 
Canal - Soulanges Canal - Burlington Bay Canal - St. Ours Lock - 
Rideau Canal - Murray Canal - Canal from Missisquoi to Richelieu 
River - Desjardins Canal - Carillon and Grenville Canal - Canals - 
Harbours and Piers - Improvement of Navigable Rivers - Lake St. 
Peter - Moving of Public Service (Vol. 94); 


1839-1846: Trent Canal - Lachine Canal - Welland Canal -Cornwall 
Canal - St. Ann's Lock (Vol. 94); 


1846-1847: Trent Canal - Lachine Canal - Welland Canal - 
Williamsburg Canals - Beauharnois Canal - Cornwall Canal - 
Soulanges Canal - St. Ours Lock - St. Ann's Lock - Chambly Canal - 
Burlington Bay Canal - Rideau Canal - Richelieu Canal - Desjardins 
Canal (or Dundas Canal) - Carillon and Grenville Canals - Sault Ste. 
Marie Canal - Harbours and Piers - Lake St. Peter - Public 
Buildings, Province of Ontario - Public Buildings, Province of 
Quebec - Lighthouses - Roads - Telegraph Lines - Bridges - Dredges 
- Removals - Banal Mills - Improvement of Navigable Rivers - 
Slides and Booms - Miscellaneous -Staff - Parliamentary Estimates 
- St. Clair and Erie Canal - Canals - Steamers - Railroads - 
Fisheries (Vol. 95). 


Registers of Letters Received, 1842-1860, 91 cm (Vols. 96-106) 
These registers were prepared as each incoming letter in Vols. 1-39 was 


received. Each letter was entered and a number assigned. The registers 
are arranged in chronological order as follows: 


Date Document Numbers 
May 1842 - October 1843 1 - 3064 (Vol. 96) 
October 1843 - June 1845 3065 - 7414 (Vol. 97) 
June 1845 - June 1846 7415 -11032 (Vol. 98) 
July 1846 - October 1847 1 - 4037 (Vol. 99) 
October 1847 - December 1849 4038 - 10438 (Vol. 100) 
December 1849 - June 1852 10439 - 16972 (Vol. 101) 
June 1852 - September 1854 16973)= 236535) (Vol. 102) 
september 1854 - October 1856 23634 - 31138 (Vol. 103) 
October 1856 - May 1858 31139 - 37136 (Vol. 104) 
May 1858 - October 1859 37137-=-43847'(Vol, 105) 
October 1859 - October 1860 43848 - 49999 (Vol. 106) 


General Indexes, 1850-1859, 20 cm (Vols. 107-109) 


Indexes to letters received (Vols. 1-39) arranged alphabetically by 


correspondent for the following years: 1850-1853 (Vol. 107); 1854-1856 
(Vol. 108); 1857-1859 (Vol. 109). 


Register of Appointments, 1832-1860, 10 cm (Vol. 110) 
This register is indexed alphabetically by name. 


Register of Applications for Water Privileges, Purchases or Leases on Ottawa 
River, 1849-1854, 5 cm (Vol. 110) 


A register of sixty-one applications, indexed alphabetically by the 
applicant. 


Register of Orders-in-Council, 1831-1858, 10 cm (Vol. 111) 


Register of Orders-in-Council issued by the Executive Council pertaining 
to Public Works, 1831-1858. Indexed. 


MINUTES, LETTERBOOKS, AND REPORTS, 1839-1863 

Minutes of Meetings, 1839-1852, 30 cm (Vols. 112-115) 
The Minute Books are arranged as follows: September 1839 - May 1846 
(Vol. 112); June 1846 - March 1848 (Vol. 113); April 1848 - May 1851 
(Vol. 114); and June 1851 - May 1852 (Vol. 115). Vols. 113 and 114 are 
indexed by subject. 

l_etterbooks, 1839-1859, 1.5 m (Vols. 116-131) 


Copies of letters from the Chairman of the Board of Works and from 
Commissioners of Public Works. Indexed. Arranged in chronological 
order as follows: 


June 1839 - November 1842 (Vol. 116) 
November 1842 - January 1844 (Vol. 117) 
January 1844 - May 1845 (Vol. 118) 
May 1845 - June 1846 (Vol. 119) 
July 1846 - October 1847 (Vol. 120) 
October 1847 - October 1848 (Volé-121) 
October 1848 - January 1850 (Vol. 122) 
January 1850 - July 1851 (Vol. 123) 
July 1851 - October 1852 (Vol. 124) 
October 1852 - November 1853 (WVakut25) 
November 1853 - December 1854 (Vol. 126) 
December 1854 - March 1856 (Vol. 127) 
March 1856 - April 1857 (Vol. 128) 
April 1857 - March 1858 (Vol. 129) 
March 1858 - December 1858 (Vol. 130) 
December 1858 - October 1859 (Vol. 131) 


Letterbook of the Secretary of the Board of Works, 1842-1845, 8 cm 
(Vol. 132) 


l_etterbooks, Lachine Canal, 1846-1848, 5 cm (Vol. 132) 


The letters are addressed to the Chief Engineer of the Board, A. 
Barrett, from contractors on the Lachine Canal, 1846-1848. This 
material is also available on microfilm reel C-4244. 


Letterbook, Ottawa Works, 1849-1852, 5 cm (Vol. 133) 


The letters are from the Superintendent of the Ottawa Works, Horace 
Merrill, to Thomas Begley, Secretary of the Board, 1849-1852. 


|_etterbook, Inspector of Railways, 1857-1859, 5 cm (Vol. 134) 


The letters to the Inspector of Railways, Samuel Keefer, concerning the 
following railway companies and projects: Ontario, Simcoe & Huron or 
Northern Railway; Great Western Railway; Buffalo & Lake Huron 
Railway; Union Station, Toronto; and the International Bridge, Niagara. 


Instruction Book for Engineers, 1839-1859, 10 cm (Vol. 135) 


Copies of instructions to engineers from the Board of Works. Indexed by 
engineer. 


Reports, 1839-1863, 61 cm (Vols. 136-140) 


Bound copies of reports from the Board of Works to the Provincial Secre- 
tary arranged as follows: 1839-1845 (Vol. 136); 1846-1848 (Vol. 137); 
1848-1856 (Vol. 138); and 1856-1863 (Vol. 139). Indexed. Transcripts 
and printed copies of reports of the Board of Works found in the Journals 
of the Legislative Assembly, 1845-1850 (Vol. 140). 


RECORDS OF INDIVIDUAL COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS, AND 
PROJECTS, 1827-1860 


Commission of Inquiry on the Management of the Board of Works, 1845-1846, 
5 cm (Vol. 141) 


The records consist of a bound copy of minutes of hearings of the 
Commission together with a transcript and a printed copy of the 
Commission's report; correspondence from the Secretary of the Commis- 
sion, J.M. Ferres, to Thomas Begley, the Secretary of the Board of 


vous and a letterbook of correspondence from Thomas Begley to J.M. 
erres. 


Requirements Book for Railway Projects, 1857-1859, 5 cm (Vol. 142) 


The book was prepared by the Inspector of Railways. Indexed. 


Estimates Book, Western Roads and Harbours Projects, 1843-1845, 5 cm 
(Vol. 146) 


Monthly Estimates on work completed on Roads and Harbours projects in 
the western Ontario region, 1843-1845. 


Survey Notices, Lachine Canal, 1848, 5 cm (Vol. 146) 
Reports, Williamsburg Canals, 1848-1856, 10 cm (Vols. 146-147) 


Monthly Estimates Books of work completed on the Junction Canal, May 
1852 - June 1856 (Vol. 146). 


Profile and Section Book of the earth and rock work data, Williamsburg 
Canals, by J.B. Mills, Engineer, 29 August 1848 (Vol. 147). 


Evidence Book of the Commission Appointed to Investigate the Collapse of 
the Montmorency Suspension Bridge, 1856, 5 cm (Vol. 143) 


Report of the Select Committee of the Legislature on the Ice Bridge Across 
the St. Lawrence River at Quebec, 1853, 20 cm (Vols. 143-144) 


Copies of the Committee's report in English and French which was 


printed in the Journal of the Legislative Assembly, 1854, Appendix 
Leslenlole: 


Engineering Reports, Ottawa and French Rivers Navigation, 1858-1860, 10 cm 
(Vol. 145) 


Typescript copy of the report of Walter Shanly to T.A. Begley, Secretary 
of the Board of Works, dated 22 March 1858. The report is printed in the 


Journal of the Legislative Assembly, 1858, Appendix 15. 


Two copies of the report by Thomas G. Clark to the Hon. John Rose, 
Commissioner of Public Works, 2 January 1860. 


Reports, Ottawa Works, 1827-1846, 5 cm (Vol. 145) 
Copies of reports made on the Grenville, Carillon, Blondeau, and St. 
Anne's projects, together with original correspondence and plans in bound 
form. Indexed. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, 1821-1967 

REGISTRY RECORDS, 1826-1880 


This registry operated between 1859 and 1879 although some items 
placed with these registry records fall outside these dates. 


(a) 


OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1826-1880 


Registered Correspondence, 1859-1879, 51.6 m (Vols. 149-597, 3974) 


The Department gave a number to each letter received and sent and the 
letters were filed by that number. In addition, each letter was given a 
subject number. For example, all letters dealing with the Welland Canal 
were assigned subject number 2. 


The original arrangement of the Department's registry system by the 
letter or docket number was altered. when the correspondence was 
received by the Public Archives. The correspondence was reorganized by 
subject number because for most research projects this arrangement was 
easier to use. The Department decreased the number of subjects 
assigned in 1874. Consequently, this series is divided into two parts: 
1859-1874 (Vols. 149-446), and 1875-1879 (Vols. 447-597). 


The Department prepared various registers and indexes for this corres- 
pondence, the most important being the subject registers (Vols. 615-708). 
A list by subject with the corresponding volume numbers is available. 


Unnumbered Correspondence and Documents, 1826-1880, 3.5 m 
(Vols. 598-614) 


Correspondence received by the Commissioner of Public Works, J.C. 
Chapais, and his private secretary, Octave Dionne, concerning various 
public works matters from 1864 to 1867. The correspondence is arranged 
chronologically with undated material at the end (Vol. 598). 


Correspondence, arranged in subject files, for the most part concerning 
claims, petitions, and applications received by the Department, 1834-1877 
(Vols. 599-607). A list of subjects is available. 


"Department Papers" consisting of miscellaneous correspondence, 
petitions, claims, estimates, reports, returns, specifications, and tenders 
arranged chronologically from 1860-1873 (Vol. 608). 


Correspondence, pamphlets, reports, and sketches in four bound volumes 
on the projected Cedars Canal, 1833-1876 (Vols. 609-6ll). 


"Titres, etc. - Propriétés du Gouvernement du Québec et Montréal, 1600- 
lds OOS Second and third copies made from original documents collected 
by G.F. Baillargé at the Evéché de Québec in 1869 (Vol. 611). 


Insurance policies on public buildings and other Public Works property, 
1826-1879 (Vol. 612). A list is available. : 


Record Book of the Schedule of Tenders and Orders to Contractors for 


the Construction of the Parliament Buildings and Governor-General's 
Residence, 1860 (Vol. 613). 


Statement of lands required for enlargement of the Lachine Canal, 1876- 
1877 (Vol. 613). Indexed. 


Copy of a return of an Order of the House of Commons, 28 February 
1879. The return relates to land damages resulting from the raising of 
the water level for canal purposes at the Dunville Section of the Welland 
Canal (Vol. 614). 


Receipts for keys to various rooms in the newly constructed Parliament 
Buildings, as they were received from the contractors, 1865; and returns 
for firewood delivered to the Public Buildings, 1865-1866 (Vols. 614). 


Bound collection of plans entitled "Plans of the Several Lighthouses in 
the colony of Newfoundland" by G.F. Baillargé, 1865. Mr. Baillargé, a 
Department of Public Works engineer, was appointed by the Canadian 
Government to work with Mr. Robert Oke, the appointee of the 
Newfoundland Government for the selection of a lighthouse site, near 
Cape Ray in Newfoundland (Executive Council Order of 11 September 
1865). In the course of his work Mr. Baillargé forwarded this collection 
of plans to the Secretary of the Department of Public Works for his 
information (Vol. 230, letter 78040). The document became detached 
but was found in the Ministry of Transport and transferred to the Public 
Archives of Canada in 1973. Forwarded to the National Map Collection 
(S 100-1865). 


Monthly return of dues accrued from Ottawa River Slides and Works by 
A.J. Russell, Collector, 1869-1876 (Vol. 3974). 


Accounts Book for Ottawa River Works, Boom and Slide Dues, 1874-1880 
(Vol. 3974). Indexed. 


(b) REGISTERS AND INDEXES, 1841-1880 
Subject Registers, 1859-1879, 5.4 m (Vols. 615-708) 


Registers of correspondence arranged by the subject number. The 
registers are divided into five chronological periods: 


1859 (Vol. 615) 

1860-1867, Series A (Vols. 616-642) 
1867-1872, Series B (Vols. 643-667) 
1872-1874, Series C (Vols. 668-688) 
1875-1879, Series D (Vols. 689-708) 


Note that the railway registers were separated from these series in 1867 
(see Vols. 804-816) and these series are continued with the registers of 
the Canals Branch of the Department of Railways and Canals. 


A finding aid giving the page numbers of the subjects registered is 
available. 


Registers of Correspondence Received, 1860-1879, 2.7 m (Vols. 709-739) 


These registers are arranged by the letter number and give a very 
complete description of the letter. Shelf list available. 


Registers of Papers Filed, 1860-1879, 91 cm (Vols. 740-751) 


The entries in the registers are brief, the reason being to show that the 
incoming letters had been filed by the Departmental clerks. 


Staff Registers, 1841-1879, 30 cm (Vols. 752-754) 


Registers of applicants for employment, 1860-1861, 1860-1863, and 1864- 
1870 (Vol. 752); and 1871-1873 (Vol. 753). Indexed. 


Register of staffing correspondence arranged by the position, 1841-1872 
(Vol. 753). Indexed. 


Registers of appointments and vacancies arranged by the position and the 
locality, 1841-1879 (Vol. 754). Indexed. 


Staff register, 1870 (Vol. 754). 
Register of Rents and Leases, 1850-1870, 10 cm (Vol. 755) 


Rents and leases on properties of various public works projects including 
Lachine, Beauharnois, Williamsburg and Welland Canals, and the Bonner 
Property. Indexed. 


Register of Correspondence Relating to Deepening of the St. Lawrence River, 
1850-1880, 5 cm (Vol. 756) 


Registers of Correspondence Received by Departments, Individuals, or 
Projects, 1860-1878, 30 cm (Vols. 757-761) 


The registers are arranged by officer in the Department, other 
government departments, significant individuals, and significant subjects 
or projects. The registers are also divided into the following chrono- 
logical periods: 1860-1863 (Vol. 757), 1864-1867 (Vol. 758), 1867-1871 
(Vol. 759), 1872-1874 (Vol. 760), 1874-1878 (Vol. 761). Indexed. 


General Indexes, 1860-1878, 30 cm (Vols. 762-766) 


Indexes to letters received arranged alphabetically by correspondent for 
the following years: | 


1860-1863 (Vol. 762) 
1864-1867 (Vol. 763) 
1867-1871 (Vol. 764) 
1872-1874 (Vol. 765) 
1874-1878 (Vol. 766) 
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(c) 


Index to Public Works Projects-Harbours & Rivers, n.d., 5 cm (Vol. 767) 


This unidentified index is arranged by province including Ontario, 
Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island. 


Index to the Subject Registers, Series A to C, 1860-1874, 10 cm (Vol. 768) 


The index breaks down the Departmental correspondence into more 
detailed subject areas. 


LETTERBOOKS AND REPORTS, 1858-1876 

Outgoing Letters, 1859-1876, 2.4 m (Vols. 769-794) 
Bound letterpress copies of outgoing letters from the Department. These 
letters are registered in Vols. 615-708 as well as the incoming letters. 
Note that the letter numbers begin again on 1 July 1867 and that the 
letterbooks from 1877-1879 are missing. Indexed. 


The letterbooks are arranged as follows: 


October 1859 - March 1860 (Vol. 769) 
March 1860 - August 1860 (Vol. 770) 
August 1860 - February 1861 (Vol. 771) 
February 1861 - August 1861 (Vol. 772) 
August 1861 - March 1862 (Vol. 773) 
March 1862 - September 1862 (Vol. 774) 
September 1862 - February 1863 (Vol. 775) 
February 1863 - July 1863 (Vol. 776) 
July 1863 - December 1863 (Vol. 777) 
December 1863 - June 1864 (Vol. 778) 
June 1864 - December 1864 (Wolo y) 
December 1864 - June 1865 (Vol. 780) 
June 1865 - December 1865 (Vol. 781) 
January 1866 - July 1866 (Vol. 782) 
July 1866 - December 1866 (Vol. 783) 
January 1867 - June 1867 (Vol. 784) 
July 1867 - December 1868 (Vol. 785) 
January 1869 - June 1870 (Vol. 786) 
June 1870 - June 1871 (Vol. 787) 
June 1871 - April 1872 (Vol. 788) 
April 1872 - March 1873 (Vol. 789) 
March 1873 - August 1873 (Vol. 790) 
August 1873 - June 1874 (Vol. 791) 
July 1874 - April 1875 (Vol. 792) 
May 1875 - February 1876 (Vol. 793) 
March 1876 - December 1876 (Vol. 794) 


1] 


(d) 


Reports to Council, 1858-1876, 30 cm (Vols. 795-798) 


Bound copies of reports to the Executive Council and later to the Privy 
Council. Only Vol. 797 is indexed. These letterbooks are arranged as 
follows: 


July 1858 - April 1864 (Vol. 795) 
April 1864 - April 1870 (Vol. 796) 
April 1870 - June 1873 (Vol. 797) 
July 1873-May 1876 (Vol. 798) 


RAILWAY BRANCH RECORDS, 1847-1880 


Registered Correspondence, 1875-1879, 5 cm (Vol. 799) 


The Department of Transport either destroyed or placed on their registry 
files almost all of this correspondence. This represents what was left of 
the Department of Public Works correspondence after 1867 when the 
Department of Public Works began filing the railway correspondence 
separately. List available. 


Unnumbered Correspondence and Documents, 1847-1879, 36 cm (Vols. 800- 


The records consist of the Chief Engineer's correspondence; correspon- 
dence originating mainly in the offices of the Secretary of the Board of 
Railway Commissioners, the Civil Secretary or the Provincial Secretary 
(arranged in subject files by railway project); and estimates and reports 
of the Intercolonial and Canadian Pacific Railways. List available. 


Registers, 1867-1879, 61 cm (Vols. 804-820) 


Registers of letters received, 1867-1879, arranged by the subject (Vols. 


804-816). A list giving the page numbers for the various subjects is 
available. 


Registers of letters filed, 1867-1879. These registers indicate whether 
the Department of Public Work's clerks filed each letter. Later the 
Department of Transport amended the registers to show whether each 
letter had been destroyed, filed on a Department of Transport file, or 
transferred to the Public Archives of Canada (Vols. 817-820). 


Letterbooks, 1867-1880, 61 cm (Vols. 821-827) 


Bound copies of outgoing letters from the Railway Branch. One 
letterbook from May 1877 to September 1879 is missing. Indexed. 


The letterbooks are arranged as follows: 


July 1867- May 1870 (Vol. 821) 
May 1870 - Sept. 1872 (Vol. 822) 
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Sept. 1872 - May 1874 (Vol. 823) 


May 1874- June 1875 (Vol. 824) 
June 1875 - Sept. 1876 (Vol. 825) 
Sept. 1876- May 1877 (Vol. 826) 
Oct. 1879 - April 1880 (Vol. 827) 


Records of the Intercolonial Railway, 1867-1877, 61 cm (Vols. 828-836) 


Letterbooks of Sandford Fleming, Chief Engineer, dating from July 1867 
to January 1870 (Vol. 828), January 1870 to May 1871 (Vol. 828), May 
1871 to December 1873 (Vol. 829), and January 1874 to March 1876 (Vol. 
829). Indexed. 


Registers of letters received in the Engineer's Office from June 1869 to 
September 1872 (Vol. 831), November 1873 to January 1876 (Vol. 832), 
and February 1876 to April 1877 (Vol. 833). Vols. 832 & 833 are indexed. 


Registers of letters sent from the Engineer's Office from March 1874 to 
July 1876 (Vol. 834) and from July 1876 to November 1877 (Vol. 835). 
Indexed. 


Record Book of telegrams received and sent during August 1875 (Vol. 
836). 


(e) COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY INTO MATTERS RELATING TO THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, 1859-1863, 61 cm 
(Vols. 837-843) 


Construction of the Parliament Buildings in Ottawa was suspended in 
October 1861 when funds ran out. The Legislative Assembly discussed 
setting up a Select Committee, but took no action. The Legislative 
Council did set up a Select Committee on 13 May 1862 to enquire into 
the circumstances surrounding the stoppage of work on the Parliament 
Buildings. The Committee reported on 7 June 1862 recommending that a 
detailed study be made of the whole matter. As a result, a special 
Commission of Enquiry was appointed on 21 June 1862 by the Governor- 
General-in-Council. The Commissioners were John Wilson (Chairman), 
Joseph Sheard, Victor Bourgeau and David Stark (Secretary). 


The Committee first met on 1 July 1862 and held sittings from 4 August 
to 19 September 1862 with further sittings in December 1862 and 
January 1863. On 29 January 1863 the Committee submitted its report 
to the Provincial Secretary and on 2 February 1863 the report was 
transferred to the Attorney-General of Canada West for consideration 
and report. 


The records consist of copies of the report of the Committee (Vol. 840); 
incomplete transcripts of proceedings (Vol. 840); letterbooks of incoming 
correspondence of David Stark, the Commission's Secretary (Vol. 840- 
841); and exhibits (Vols. 837-839, 841-843). The letterbooks are indexed 
and a list of the exhibits is available. 


i 


ie REGISTRY RECORDS, 1867-1921 


This registry operated from 1879-1910 although certain items placed 
with these registry records fall outside these dates. 


(a) OF FICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1867-1911 
Registered Correspondence, 1879-1910, 198.3 m (Vols. 844-1821) 


The new registry system established by the Department of Public Works 
in 1879 differed from its predecessor in that a new subject classification 
system was introduced. The number of subjects assigned was greatly 
reduced, from more than 300 in the 1859-1879 registry to 44 in this 
registry. 


As before, each document received or sent was given a docket number 
and the documents were filed in numerical order by that a.cket number. 
Registers were prepared for each subject and they have been arranged as 
Vols. 1829-2081. 


The original arrangement of the series (by docket number) has not been 
disturbed, except that the correspondence to 1892 in Vols. 844-874 has 
been screened and most of the correspondence destroyed. The 
correspondence after 1892 remains intact. Shelf list available. 


Unnumbered Correspondence and Documents, 1867-1911, 91 cm (Vols. 1822- 
1828) 


Correspondence, memoranda, petitions, reports, and returns concerning 
various departmental matters, 1880-1909 (Vols. 1822-1825). File list 
available. 


Bound account book of returns for St. Maurice River slides 1867-1892 
(Vol. 1826). 


Minutes of Chambly Canal Survey and Deeds of Sales of St. Ours Lock 
and Dam, 1844-1852. This bound volume was prepared for the 
Department in 1887 (Vol. 1826). 


Bound Inventory of Household Items, Rideau Hall, 1888-1898 (Vol. 1827). 


Transcript of an enquiry conducted by the Montreal Harbour Commission 


concerning the grounding of the S.S. Arabia. The enquiry was held on 28 
October 1897 (Vol. 1827). 


Report, with photographs and plans, on the international boundary 
between New Brunswick, Quebec, and the United States prepared by G.C. 


Rainbath for the Chief Astronomer and Boundary Commissioner in 1905 
(Vol. 1827). 
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(b) 


(c) 


(a) 


Copy of a return presented to Parliament on 7 May 1908 regarding piers 
at St. Joseph, Ontario (Vol. 1827). 


Appropriation and Works Register, 1903-1904 (Vol. 1828). Indexed. 
Appropriation Accounts Books, 1904-1905 and 1908-1911 (Vol. 1828). 
REGISTERS AND INDEXES, 1867-1921 
Subject Registers, 1879-1910, 10.8 m (Vols. 1829-2081) 


Registers of all incoming and outgoing correspondence arranged by the 
subject number. Shelf list available. 


Registers of Papers Filed, 1879-1907, 2.8 m (Vols. 2082-2116) 


The brief entries in these registers show that the incoming letters had 
been filed by the Departmental clerks. Shelf list available. 


General Indexes, 1879-1901, 45 cm (Vols. 2117-2120) 


General indexes to incoming correspondence arranged alphabetically by 
the correspondent for the following years: 


1879-1882 (Vol 2017) 
1883-1888 (Vol. 2118) 
1889-1896 (Vol. 2119) 
1896-1901 (Val,.2128) 


Card Index, 1907-1910, 3 m (Vols. 2624-2636) 


Card index to incoming correspondence arranged alphabetically by 
location. Shelf list available. 


Public Works Expenditures Index, 1867-1921, .3 m (Vol. 2637 and 4248) 


Index by location to expenditures for various public works, harbours and 
rivers, printed in the Annual Reports. 


LETTERBOOKS, 1879-1912, 23.7 m (Vols. 2121-2623) 
Bound copies of outgoing correspondence. Indexed. Shelf list available. 
REGISTRY RECORDS, 1910-1950 


REGISTRY FILES, 1910-1950, 73.6 m (Vols. 2638-2697, 2711-2713, 2716-2756, 
2739-2790, 2888-2958, 3993-4009, 4035-4091, 4103-4273, 4284-4301) 


The Department established a new central registry series in 1910. The 


system of filing documents in numerical order by docket number and 
maintaining a series of registers for each subject was abandoned. 
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Instead, all correspondence on aé_ specific subject was placed in 
chronological order on a single subject file. These subject files are 
divided into two main categories: public buildings, and harbours & rivers 
- engineering. Index cards are available for each of these categories. 


(b) CONFIDENTIAL FILES, 1914-1950, 1.1 m (Vols. 2698-2718) 


Confidential files of the Department relating to security measures, the 
protection of public works, or the construction of various defence 
projects. These files appear to have been prepared for the use of the 
Minister of Public Works in Cabinet discussions. File list available. 


(c) GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE, 1910-1948, 21.3 m (Vols. 2791-2887, 
2959-2964) 


The Government Telegraph Service, known variously as the Telegraph 
and Signal Service and the Government Telephone and Telegraph Service, 
established its own registry in 1910. Prior to 1910, the Government 
Telegraph Service (G.T.S.) combined its numbered correspondence with 
registry records of Series Bl and B2. Then, sometime after the G.T.S. 
was transferred to the Department of Transport in 1948, a more 
sophisticated registry was created incorporating some of the earlier 
correspondence. Besides this, there is G.T.S. material on regular registry 
files of the Department of Public Works and in the 7200 File Block of the 
Department of Transport. 


The G.T.S. prepared various card indexes by subject (Vols. 2871-2878) and 
the Public Archives of Canada has prepared card indexes by file number. 
Note that index cards for registry files pertaining to the G.T.S. have 
been placed with the G.T.S. index. 


(d) UNNUMBERED CORRESPONDENCE AND DOCUMENTS, 1916-1946, 61 cm 
(Vols. 2696-2697, 2709-2710, 2714-2715, 2737-2738) 


Correspondence of John A. Pearson, Architect, for the reconstruction of 
the centre block of the Parliament Buildings, 1916-1922 (Vol. 2696). 


Miscellaneous estimates and construction expenditures, centre block 
reconstruction, 1916-1920 (Vol. 2697). 


Congratulatory messages to the Canadian Government on the occasion of 


the laying of the cornerstone of the reconstructed centre block, 1919 
(Vol. 2697). 


Report of the Grain Elevator Committee, 1922 (Vol. 2709). 
Copies of correspondence relating to the discovery of the location in the 


Richelieu River where the steamboat Vermont sank in 1815. The 
discovery was made in 1937 (Vol. 2709). 
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(a) 


(b) 


Ds 


Copy of the transcript of proceedings of an enquiry into the construction 
of the First Narrows (Lion's Gate) Bridge at Vancouver, 1926 (Vol. 2710). 


Correspondence, plans, etc. relating to the reconstruction of berths at 
the harbour of Saint John, N.B., 1934 (Vol. 2714). 


Description and plans of various public works properties in Ontario, Nova 
Scotia, and Quebec, 1944-1946 (Vol. 2715). 


List of works under contract, 1923-1946 (Vols. 2737-2738). 


REGISTRY RECORDS, 1950-1967 


REGISTRY FILES, 1950-1966, 10.5 m (Vols. 2965-2988, 3975-3993) 


A new registry system was established in 1950 based on chain indexing. 
There could be a primary, secondary, and tertiary series for any 
particular file subject. The primary series would be the most general, 
the secondary more specific, and further series more and more detailed 
as required. Index cards are available. 


UNNUMBERED CORRESPONDENCE AND DOCUMENTS, 1957-1967, 51 cm 
(Vols. 2989-2991, 4156) 


A sampling of nine different highway contracts undertaken in British 
Columbia, Saskatchewan, Ontario, and Nova Scotia, 1957-1966 (Vols. 
2989-2990). 


A collection of reference files consisting of clippings, notes, photo- 
graphs, or correspondence on various buildings, monuments, persons, 
engineering works, etc., n.d. (Vol. 2991). List available. 


Tabulations by J.O. Kemp of every federal building constructed from 
1851-1967 by the Department of Public Works (Vol. 4156). 


ESTIMATES, 1877-1949, 32.7 m (Vols. 2992-3730) 


Bound volumes containing details and in many cases plans relating to 
estimates and supplementary estimates for public buildings and other 
public works projects. 


This series has been created from bound copies of the estimates kept by 
the Minister, Deputy Minister, Chief Engineer, Chief Architect, or other 
officials of the Department of Public Works. There is a considerable 
amount of duplication in the estimates up to the 1890s, however, all 
copies of each volume have been retained, since there are cases where 
the copies differ in size and content. Beginning in the 1890s the series 
consists generally of only one copy of each volume. 
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The estimates have been arranged in chronological order, with the main 
estimates for each fiscal year followed by the supplementary estimates. 
Shelf list available. 


6. ARBITRATION RECORDS, 1821-1893 


(a) RECORDS OF THE BOARD OF ARBITRATION, 1821-1893, 6.4 m 
(Vols. 3731-3777) 


Claims submitted by contractors for public works together with 
individual claims for damages resulting from the construction of public 
works, 1821-1892. The claims are arranged in two units, a numbered 
series (Vols. 3731-3740) and a chronological series (Vols. 3741-3747). List 
available. 


Legal papers relating to claims in arbitration cases, 1859-1893 (Vol. 
3748). 


Registers of claims before the official arbitrators, 1861-1887 (Vols. 
O79 57 51). 


Minutes of proceedings of the official arbitrators, 1861-1884 (Vols. 
S1D2-909). | 


Awards of the official arbitrators, 1841-1887. Including a collection of 
awards arranged numerically from 1 - 906, with miscellaneous award 
forms at the end, 1841-1867 (Vols. 3755-3758, 4092-4102); and a 
collection of awards arranged in scrapbooks, 1869-1887(Vols. 3759-3762). 
Indexed. 


Bound copies of evidence submitted in arbitration hearings, arranged for 
the following years: 


1861 (Vol. 3763) 
1862 (Vol. 3764) 
1869-1873 Indexed (Vol. 3765) 
1873-1877 Indexed (Vol. 3766) 
1877-1879 Indexed (Vol. 3767) 


Correspondence and memoranda concerning claims of the official 


arbitrators arranged in subject files, 1867-1879 (Vols. 3768-3769). List 
available. 


Letterbooks of the official arbitrators for the following years: 


1869-1877 Indexed (Vall3771) 
1877-1880 Indexed (Wole3772) 
1880-1881 (Voll 3773) 
1884-1888 (Vol. 3774) 


18 


Registers of letters sent, 1869-1878 and 1869-1882 (Vols. 3775-3776). 
Registers of letters received, 1861-1882 (Vol. 3777). Indexed. 


(b) RECORDS OF INDIVIDUAL ARBITRATION CASES, 1851-1885, 1.8 m 
(Vols. 3778-3795) 


Transcripts of hearings on the construction of the Parliament Buildings 
before the official arbitrators, 1865-1871 (Vols. 3778-3780); letterbook 
and other correspondence (Vol. 3781) and exhibits presented (Vols. 3782- 
3786). List available. 


Transcript of hearings of the official arbitrators concerning the claim of 
the Halifax City Railroad Company, 1880 (Vol. 3787). 


Schedule of claims for damages caused by the construction of dams at 
the head of the Beauharnois Canal, 1853-1857 (Vol. 3788), and an 
alphabetical list of claimants, giving the amount claimed and awarded 
(Vol. 3789). 


Transcript of hearings concerning the contractors claims on the Lachine 
Canal, 1881-1885 (Vol. 3790). 


Welland Canal. Arbitration claims, 1851-1865 (Vol. 3791) and 1882-1884 
(Vols. 3792-3794). 


Ottawa River Canals contractors! claims, 1882 and 1885 (Vol. 3795). 
CG. CHIEF ENGINEER'S OFFICE, 1861-1948 


if UNNUMBERED CORRESPONDENCE AND DOCUMENTS, 1867-1941, 91 cm 
(Vols. 3796-3804) 


Subject files, 1873-1941 (Vols. 3796-3801). List available. 

Report on Works in New Brunswick, 1867-1895 (Vol. 3802). 

Report on Public Works in the Maritime Provinces, 1876-1879 (Vol. 3802). 
Report on Water Power in the Province of Ontario, 1910 (Vol. 3802). 
Compendium of the canals of the world, 1907 (Vol. 3803). 

Bound copies of specifications for public works relating to harbours and 
rivers, 1871-1881. Only locations from M to Z are included (Vol. 3804). 
Indexed. 


2 INDEXES, 1912-1948, 5 cm (Vol. 3805) 


Three indexes pertaining to public works done in navigable waters in 
accordance with the Navigable Waters Protection Act. 


19 


3. 


LETTERBOOKS, 1861-1921, 91 cm (Vols. 3806-3814) 
Letterbook of the Chief Engineer, 1862-1867 (Vol. 3806). Indexed. 


Letterbooks of the Superintending Engineer of the Ottawa River Works, 
1861-1921. The correspondence to 1886 is addressed mainly to the 
Departmental Secretary, but after 1886 is addressed to the Chief 
Engineer. Each letterbook has a listing of the correspondence found 
within. 


The letterbooks are arranged as follows: 


August 1861 - January 1866 (Vol. 3807) 
January 1866 - October 1871 (Vol. 3808) 
October 1871 - March 1875 (Vol. 3809) 
March 1875 - June 1880 (Vol. 3810) 
June 1880 - April 1889 (Vol. 3811) 
April 1889 - May 1909 (Vol. 3812) 
May 1909 - February 1921 (Vol. 3813) 


Letterpress copies of Returns of Accounts for Construction, Reconstruc- 
tion, and Repairs, 1898-1902 (Vol. 3814). 


GEORGIAN BAY SHIP CANAL, 1905-1946, 7.2 m (Vols. 3815-3838) 
Unprocessed records of the canal relating to surveys. 


DISTRICT ENGINEER'S OFFICE, PACIFIC REGION, 1889-1920, 1.4 m 
(Vols. 4011-4034) 


Letterbooks of outgoing letters. Shelf list available. 

CHIEF ARCHITECT'S OFFICE, 1871-1920 

UNNUMBERED CORRESPONDENCE, 1880-1908, 10 cm (Vol. 3839) 
Correspondence received by the Chief Architect from 1880-1908, 
dealing principally with the construction of the Departmental Building on 
Wellington Street (Langevin Block). List is available. 

LETTERBOOKS, 1873-1905, 1908-1909, 4.3 m (Vols. 3840-3908) 
Bound copies of outgoing letters. Indexed. Shelf list available. 


SPECIFICATIONS AND DRAWINGS, 1871-1920, 5.1 m (Vols. 3909-3973) 


Specifications and drawings for public buildings. List available. 
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